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Stan at 74 Years, between the Nation State and the Khilafah

A claim is often made by liberal nationalist factions of Pakistan that the Pakistani nation-
state founded, on 14 August 1947, was originally intended to be a progressive and
democratic, secular state. The truth, however, is that pre-partition, there was no singular
vision established by the Muslim leaders of Pakistan. Rather, there were several competing
visions, each attached to a differing ideology.

The plan set out by the leading figures of the Muslim League was one that involved a
modern, democratic, nation state that would use Islam as a guiding influence, but would
otherwise work towards fostering a more nationalistic identity for its citizens. This plan for
Pakistan was connected to M A Jinnah’s vision which was, by all accounts, less concerned
about adherence to Islam and more focused on furthering the socio-cultural and economic
interests of the Muslims of the Indian Subcontinent. Islam would remain as the religion of the
state, much in the way Christianity is in the Western secular states. It would not be the basis
of the state and governance. Existing in contrast to this was the “Islamist” vision which
postulated a Pakistan which would adhere more strictly to Shariah and would recognize itself
as an Islamic state. This was a vision shared by many ‘Ulema and their wider, extensive
platform.

These two visions existed on separate ends to one another and between them were
varying degrees of compromise, such as Allama Igbal’s vision of a “spiritual democracy.”
This conflict in vision that existed between the leaders of Pakistan over seventy years ago
continues to exist today. Political parties, divided along secular and nationalistic lines, all
champion differing ideologies and each attempt to control the political narrative of the state.

As we know, in our Deen, partisanship on race, color, region and Ianguage is a mark of
jahilliyah (|gnorance) The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said: &l dstaadl 3dy et (a Cﬁ Sy
uk-CJAUA3MIAMMMJmuj\wui\yuj\wumwhb 2 dalanUhIAMHLA
«Ada &l ‘_,.u Cold 33ze 3o N Y Gala (e (EAT Y Uwelés A 53 Gy g-)-«\ “One who defected

from obedience (to the Amir) and separated from the main body of the Muslims - if he
died in that state-would die the death of one belonging to the days of Jahiliyya (i.e.
would not die as a Muslim). One who fights under the banner of a people who are
blind (to the cause), who gets flared up with partisanship, calls (people) to fight for
their partisanship, and supports his tribe - if he is killed (in this fight), he dies as one
belonging to the days of Jahiliyya. Whoso attacks my Ummah (indiscriminately) killing
the righteous and the wicked of them, sparing not (even) those staunch in faith and
fulfilling not his promise made with those who have been given a pledge of security -
he has nothing to do with me and | have nothing to do with him.” (Sahih Muslim)

Today, partisanship that exists in Pakistan is bolstered by a selective study of history.
Each political faction engages in a biased study of history, hand-picking whichever events or
statements will help legitimize their narrative.

This is wrong as it falsely assumes that the political ideologies that were held by the
leaders during partition can be taken as precursors for the Ummah’s systems of government.
Indeed, the Quran and Sunnah have made it clear that any system of rullng or government
must be based in the Shariah. Allah (swt) said, %uﬂu‘ sh dilgle i O30 Ly o835 &1 Gagh “And

those who do not judge by what Allah has revealed are truly the rebellious.” [Surah Al-
Mai’dah, Verse 47].

Any attempts to replace the rulings of Islam with secular systems are forbidden and
negate the Muslims’ obligation to their lord Allah (swt).



And so Ibn Khaldun (rh), the authority on history, demography, cultural change and
society in the Islamic era, who laid the basis of much that is known today in the Western
world, writes in Mugadimmah (“Introduction”), Chapter 3, Section 25, “The Meaning of
Caliphate and Imamate,” g JLall 3 geaia s Liall sha (e 1 jala () galay Jadi Liall plleas o adlai Lai) duland) plSad
JaY ASall 13 ISy agisals aalis Jlsal 8 doe il alSal) o Z8S) Jaa ol il aliag Can 8 agd jal #30a il
ABDAY e @l (e @l G 288 LA a8 5 agalie 48 A8 e s LY aa 5 day il “Worldly rulings consider only
worldly interests, working for the life of this world (Dunya). However, the intention of the
Lawgiver (Shariah) for humankind is their welfare in the Afterlife (Aakhira). Therefore, it is
obligatory, as required by the Islamic laws, to cause the masses to act in accordance with
the Islamic Shariah rulings, regarding their worldly life and their Afterlife. This ruling authority
is for the People of Shariah, the Prophets (as) and then by those who took their place, the
Caliphs. Thus the meaning of the Khilafah is clarified for you.”
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Indeed, the Prophet (saw) said, G Y Ay “h o A L (LY ee-u d-ubu‘ 3 &Sy
«eM.QJM\ s ?éi't“' & e ‘eé.'i'a ehjka\ ‘dﬂu JJ\J\ dayy \33 Ja "hf)ih Lad - glld UJJ.\S.\ﬁ S O9Su g rr
“Banu Isra'il were ruled over by the Prophets. When one Prophet died, another
succeeded him; but after me there is no prophet and there will be caliphs and they will
be quite large in number. His Companions said: What do you order us to do (in case
we come to have more than one Caliph)? He said: The one to whom allegiance is
sworn first has a supremacy over the others. Concede to them their due rights (i. e.
obey them). Allah (Himself) will question them about the subjects whom He had
entrusted to them.” [Muslim]

In order to fully establish the Islamic laws, the Ummah must rid itself of partisanship
(‘asabiyyah) and instead bond on the basis of Islam. Islam’s group feeling and collective
tendency establishes a single Jama’ah of the Muslims, when brotherhood is established on
Islam. However, when Muslims are bonded on other than Islam it leads to rivalry, rancor and
enmity within Muslims. It was ‘asabiyyah that the Arabs succumbed to when they revolted
against the Ottoman Caliphate and it was ‘asabiyyah that led to the uprising of the Young
Turks and the abolition of the Caliphate. In Pakistan, at 74 years, partisanship has increased
to the point of sub-nationalist movements, based on ethnic groupings and languages.

In order to complete their obligation towards Allah (swt), setting their affairs of Dunya in
accordance to what pleases Him (swt), the Muslims of today must discard ‘asabiyyah and
commit themselves to Deen. Truly, it is only Islam that can unify the hearts of all.

In the words of Ibn Khaldun, in Chapter 3, Section 4 of Mugadimmah: L Leaalls 5 5l e
&) el 13) Gl o).u}ag_uhu.ug_\d\LA\:.\A;UA)Y\@bu&u\ﬂé@d\auqu\ﬁ\@&\wmjwu}&
sl ) e caldl g Gl 5 Lial) cucad g all ) i eail 13) 5 Cadall Lad s (uilil) Joan Loall ) Jaall 5 L) o) sal
Auzaladll 5 (¢ gladll Gua g A J8y adliil) Caadd Liea 5 ... Only by Allah (svvt) in establishing His Deen do
hearts come together and become unified. Allah (swt) said, ¢ Gl L Gead (a8 b L @bl 3

eéeg-,ulﬁ “Had you spent all the riches in the earth, you could not have unified their

hearts.” [Surah al-Anfaal 8:63]. The secret of this is that when hearts succumb to false
desires and are inclined toward the world, mutual jealousy and widespread differences arise.
When they are turned toward the truth and reject the world and whatever is false, and
advance toward Allah (swt), they become one in their outlook. Jealousy disappears. Mutual
co-operation and support flourish...”
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