The Rights Seized by Oppressors
are not Returned through Submissiveness

The rights of Muslims are not returned by submissiveness, compromise, diplomacy and
negotiations. The usurped rights of Muslims are seized back by the defiant stand, struggle
and sacrifice. Whilst relating the submissiveness of Bani Israeel, the great Ibn Khaldun (rh)
warned of meekness before oppression in the Mugadimmah (Introduction). He wrote, 4l f
dadladl e lyiae Sa ANl ey Wb Lilasd e By agiliay aaaldil Gl Lhady daanll 5 gul o pulS 2LEYI
“‘meekness and submissiveness break the vigour and strength of group feeling. Their
meekness and submissiveness itself is evidence of their loss. They do not despise
meekness, until they are incapable of defence.”

In our era of might is right and VIP culture, it must be affirmed that strength does not
come from authority, rank, wealth or protocol, but from the firm stance on the truth,
regardless of being in authority or not. A Muslim may not even have the capability to assume
authority and rule, but is never submissive and meek before the people or the rulers, for the
sake of Allah (swt).

Abu Dharr (ra) said that he asked the Messenger of Allah (saw) to make him a governor,
but he (saw) struck h|m on h|s shoulder Wlth hIS hand and said, 43 4 13 Chua L) J.s o u»
trust WhICh will be a cause of shame and regret on the day of resurrectlon except for
him who undertakes it as it ought to be undertaken and fulfils his duty in it.” [Musllm]
In a version he (saw) said to him, ¥ ¢l & G5l ¥ el Gaal Lo &l Laal 5 s &5 ) 534 Uy
«py Jua S5 “l see that you are weak, Abu Dharr, and | wish for you what | wish for
myself. Do not accept rule over two people and do not become guardian of an
orphan’s property.” Imam An-Nawawi commented, lew ¥ «¥ 5l Gliial i adae daal duaall 134
AV el il g Wl e aa 4d S Wl “This hadith is a great principle about avoiding
governance, especially for those who have weakness in performing the functions of that
state.”

Yet, whilst being incapable of ruling, Abu Dharr al-Ghifari (ra) was neither submissive nor
meek. Indeed, he (saw) bravely proclaimed his Islam in front of the Quraysh, the ruling elite
of Makkah, and was attacked savagely and beaten mercilessly. Undaunted, he (ra) then
went back to his people, the Ghifar tribe, and did not rest until a large number entered Islam,
striking a strong blow the Shirk of the Quraysh.

Indeed, Abu Dhar (ra) was the strong personality who shines as a guiding star for the
strong personalities of today. Certainly, the Muslim must not be meek or submissive before
the oppressors that afflict the Islamic Ummah. They are the illegal usurpers of the authority,
progeny of Yazid, for they were not contracted to rule by a legitimate Bayah, to rule by Islam.
They are the ones who neglect the commands of Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw). They
are the ones who invite the Punishment of Allah (swt) by indulging in that which He (swt) has
forbidden. There is no room for acceptance, accommodation or tolerance of their oppression.
There is no path leading to change but for one carved through defiance, struggle and
sacrifice, marching in the footsteps of the best of all generations, the Companions (ra).
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