- o

p) °
A=\ ey
. t
3
P

Tawakkul (Trust) in Allah:
Reason behind the Great Achievements of the Muslim Ummah

Reading the history of the Muslim Ummabh, one will see the great conquest that it went
through, that no other nation has experienced. The Muslims came out of the Arabian
Peninsula and fought the major empires in the world at the same time, the Roman Empire,
Byzantine Empire and the Persian Empire. Watching this at the beginning one will say: What
are these crazy people? Arabs come out to fight with bare chests, they do not know weapons
that the empires knew, and they do not have the tools or the equipment owned by the
Persians and the Romans. They have no experience in fighting like that of Romans and
Persians, they came out in thousands and fought hundreds of thousands of fighters. So what
did they (Muslims) rely on? Moreover, where did their confidence come from? They were
filled with confidence as the solid mountain; they came out and were assured and confident
that Allah (swt) will give them the victory. And so this continued in the era of Tabi’een
(followers) and their followers and even in Islamic histories, there are stories and events that
astonished the readers, where the Muslims fought with a lot less tools, equipment and
weapons than their enemies and opponent, they divide the ranks, break in to difficulties;
Allah (swt) made them victorious over the enemies. The noble Companions, in a few years,
destroyed the Persian Empire, which lasted for hundreds of years, for many ages and for
generations. They defeated the Roman Empire from Ash-Sham and North Africa, and
continued to fight against it until they defeated it. Where did they get this determination from,
with this confidence? There in only one answer to this question; that they have in their creed
(ageedah) that which other nations do not have, that is, “At-Tawakul ala Allah (Trust in
Allah),” Tawakkul on Allah (swt) is special for this Ummah and the former prophets, it is
specially given to them, and other nations do not know it. The nations fight each other with
their hardware, armies, numbers and equipments. Nations compete, people of material
thought, who do not know the connection to Allah, compete only in the preparation of the
military, and hence the arm race is the only thing considered in the wars of those nations. As
for the Ummah of Islam, it is quite different. In the Muslim Ummah, Muslims are ready to fight
wars and they know that their material means are far less than their enemy is. But they
advance trustlng on Allah (swt), they have memorized the words of Allah (swt): i l-e-ﬂ-%o

%@SA‘M\ 15 a8 yal & Igial ¢ 132 “O believers! If you stand up for Allah, He will help
you and make your steps firm” [TMQ 47:7].

Moreover, it is not to belittle the importance of preparation. It is an obligation from Allah
to prepare.

Allah (swt) says: os cnAles a3y &1 33 <4y sinch JATT W) chag 538 0 kil U agd i5deisn
§Ogallh ¥ 2y A Cagh T Jusia (B 50 G | 888 Lay© agalag 40T i sa3 ¥ 263 “Prepare against them
what you "believers™ can of 'military’ power and cavalry to deter Allah’s enemies and
your enemies as well as other enemies unknown to you but known to Allah. Whatever
you spend in the cause of AIIah will be paid to you in full and you will not be wronged”
[TMQ 8:60]. %M! c_na A u\ !3.\.«4;\3 4513_\3\ uJ\ PS.n.uLn UAL ¥ A.\)\ d.uu u& \3&\3%, “Spend in the
cause of Allah and do not let your own hands throw you into destruction "by
withholding’. And do good, for Allah certainly loves the good-doers.” [TMQ 2:195].

The meaning of “to spend for the sake of Allah” means spending on preparing to fight for
the sake of Allah. This is the material preparation; however, what distinguishes the Muslims
is that they do not put the material preparation first. It comes second, the first preparation is
of Iman (belief), creed, moral and psychological preparation. When the believer is armed with
his Iman, armed with his trust in Allah, yearning for Jannah which is as wide as the heavens
and earth, trusting on his Lord, trusting on Allah’s command, this way he has prepared that,
whilst his enemy cannot prepare at all. The believer combines this psychological preparation



of moral faith with the physical preparation. They are combined to give us the most powerful
force known in history, of the forces that have changed the face of history. The concept of
tawakkul ala Allah is not only related to the subject of Jihad performed by the Dawlat hul
Islam (Islamic State), rather trust in Allah accompanies the believer, as an individual and
community, as an ummah and state in every act in every situation. We must trust in Allah in
every aspect of our life. We may not have the helper in this life, we may not have materials,
but we go out to say the word of truth, trusting that Allah will reward us. Either He (swt) saves
us from our enemy, then we have earned Allah’s reward in this world, or we meet Allah in a
best way a person leaves this world. We have trust in Allah when we seek rizq
(sustenance/livelihood). We have trust in Allah when we seek marriage. We have trust in
Allah when we seek knowledge. We have trust in Allah when we carry the Da’'wah. We are
accompanied by trust in Allah in all of our affairs; before work, during work and after work.

Trusting in Allah is something all Muslims believe in. There is however, a difference
between those who have tawakkul theoretically or those who believe in tawakkul in theory,
and those who know true tawakkul, practices it and acts upon it. Today all Muslims believe in
the obligation of trusting in Allah, because whoever denies trusting in Allah is a kaafir,
because he denies a definite aspect of the Deen. “Trust in Allah” is stated in definite
evidence. The Qur’an is definite evidence, its verses have commanded us with tawakkul, and
these verses are definite evidence. But the problem is that some of the Muslims did not
understand the meaning of tawakkul and therefore they did not exercise trust in Allah
correctly.

The evidences mentioning the command to have tawakkul on Allah are:

ghsialall Ji5l 41 ey ¥) 4) ¥ Wi “Allah—there is no god ‘worthy of worship’
except Him. So in Allah let the believers put their trust.” [TMQ 64:13]

4385 AL 885541 e K5 “And put your trust in Allah, for Allah is sufficient as a
Trustee of Affairs.” [TMQ 33:3]

VB ST b ah gty ad SEELT) age CiBTEEAR e | pakly T Bl U ik 15 el T G Ak Ly
&1 e 5 50 b oS s 30113 b RIS )5 41 Qe 3 0 A& el of L G RATT Cand T &) ° AT e 85 e
§0sialall B3l “It is out of Allah’s mercy that you 'O Prophet™ have been lenient with

them. Had you been cruel or hard-hearted, they would have certainly abandoned you.
So pardon them, ask Allah’s forgiveness for them, and consult with them in
‘conducting’ matters. Once you make a decision, put your trust in Allah. Surely Allah
loves those who trust in Him. If Allah helps you, none can defeat you. But if He denies
you help, then who else can help you? So in Allah let the believers put their trust.”
[TMQ 3:159-160]

085G 5 (o Ul M) Mle pgle St 135 aglolh Gl T 3 1 Gl Cuslalall W “The
"true’ believers are only those whose hearts tremble at the remembrance of Allah,
whose faith increases when His revelations are recited to them, and who put their
trust in their Lord.” [TMQ 8:2]

§osiaball Jegile A7 o ptlidya b W A G ¥) Tl o dé% “Say, “Nothing will ever befall
us except what Allah has destined for us. He is our Protector.” So in Allah let the
believers put their trust.” [TMQ 9:51]

ol (aoall & sh =i Adle = 3h W) A) ¥ AT pua 8 1505 o8 “But if they turn away, then
say, O Prophet,” “Allah is sufficient for me. There is no god "worthy of worship’
except Him. In Him | put my trust. And He is the Lord of the Mighty Throne.” [TMQ
9:129]

4oslsall (855 4le “4 L 0By “Say, “Allah is sufficient for me. In Him alone’ the
faithful put their trust.” [TMQ 39:38]



408 pady 40T U 515 Ul 2R3138 b 3T a%0 | ghad 38 Gl &) (il 448 08 (il “Allah "alone’
is sufficient "as an aid” for us and "He" is the best Protector.” [3:173]

~ Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) said: | heard Messenger of Allah (¥) saying: »
«lihay 9555 Lalad 9233 ¢ jlall (53 LS oS80 AlS 63 (2 ) (e (i85 oS3 “If you all depend on Allah
with due reliance, He would certainly give you provision as He gives it to birds who go
forth hungry in the morning and return with full belly at dusk”.

These are just some of the many verses and ahadeeth that command to have trust in
Allah.

What is Tawakkul ala Allah (Trust in Allah)?

In the linguistic meaning, Tawakkul is to surrender. When we have put our trust in Allah,
we have surrendered to Allah, entrusted Him with our issue, and delegated it to Allah. He
(swt) is our Wakeel (Guardian), which means, He will take care of our affairs.

When will the believer have tawakkul?

Tawakkul is to surrender to Allah and delegate the matter to Him and rely on Him. When
a Muslim makes Allah his Wakeel, Allah will look after his affairs. This means that the trust is
not only present in all situations of the believer, but it's an obligation that he trusts in Allah in
every issue. Our trust in Allah starts, once we believe in Allah and took Him as our lord. And
since we followed His guidance and asked for it, this is when we have tawakkul on Allah.
When we follow the guidance, we will do our actions with the trust in Allah. And when we are
patient with the command of Allah despite the hardships, difficulties, and trouble in some
cases, then you will be dependent on Allah (swt). And when we do the work to obey the
commands of Allah with the intention to achieve the results, we do it with tawakkul on Allah
Azza wa Jal. When we ask Allah to grant success and victory to us, then we are dependent
(having tawakkul) on Allah.

When the farmer searches for seeds for sowing and is convinced that these do not
germinate except by the command of Allah and Allah’s willing, sows them because Allah has
ordered the planting and cultivation, he will care for them and water them, believing that Allah
is the One who grants success. And when waiting for its growth, believing that Allah is the
Razzaq (The Provider), thus having trust in Allah; and during its harvest to get its profit, he
puts his trust in Allah; when he receives the money and spends it in obedience to Allah and
praises Allah in all of these he is trusting Allah. When we adhere to Allah’s commands and
work for the results that Allah commanded that they are to be achieved, and people say, Do
you expect that from you little effort, and material means to achieve those results you want?!
He does so because Allah commanded this. He is having tawakkul on Allah. How many
believers who have trust in Allah, have achieved great results that people did not expect
regardless of the fact that they lacked resources and lack of material means? But they have
achieved things with Allah’s tawfeeq (success) and because they trusted Him (swt). Hence
trusting Allah is not just mere words, it is not what people think that you do things without
preparing material means.

Understanding of Tawakkul

In the issue of tawakkul, people have divided into two types. Some of them said trust is
by not preparing the material means. And leaving things to Allah (swt), and not seeking rizq
(livelihood) and not seeking the victory. Such a person waits for Allah to give him what he
needs, as he claims, having trust on Allah. This group didn’t understand tawakkul correcily.

On the other hand, the second group understood tawakkul on Allah to mean that they
take material means. The meaning of ‘trust in Allah’ means, ‘to take the means’. Hence
according to them, trust is to take the means. This is also a mistake. Why? Because Trust in
Allah is the state of Iman, that is not linked in the case of taking the means or by leaving the
means, but it is continuing before taking the means, after taking the means and during taking
the means. Taking the means is a matter that Allah obliged, it is the method and way to
achieve results and to reach goals. It is the way that Allah (swt) legislated for man; to take



the means, to seek things, to follow the road that leads to reaching of goals. But this
obligation is different to the tawakkul on Allah (swt). Many people confuse with hadeeth of
the Prophet (saw), in which he says, Anas bin Malik narrated that a man said: "O Messenger
of Allah! Shall | tie it and rely (upon Allah), or leave it loose and rely (upon Allah)? "He said:
«B$3 4liely “Tie it and rely (upon Allah).”

They say the Prophet (saw) has linked actions with tawakkul. This hadeeth talks about a
man, who asked the Prophet (saw) when he was about to enter the masjid with his camel,
what to do with the camel? He asked the Prophet (saw), “Shall | leave it untied and have
tawakkul? Or shall | tie it and have tawakkul? In another narration, “Shall | tie it go and have
trust? Or shall | tie it up and have tawakkul? The Prophet (saw) said: “Tie your camel and do
Tawakkul”. This hadeeth was an answer from the Messenger of Allah (saw) to that man who
asked him, does trust mean that | do not take the means? Or Shall | take means with trust?
The Prophet (saw) explained the trust in Allah doesn’t contradict taking the means. This
hadeeth doesn’t mean tawakkul means taking the means. Rather, this explains that taking
the means is obligatory and trusting in Allah is obligatory. And when the matter was
confused, or when the man was confused and thought or nearly thought that tawakkul means
leaving the means, the Prophet (saw) guided him. Some understood the hadith to mean,
taking the means, that you work and then trust. Some diverted from the meaning of this
hadith and said that tawakkul is after the work. This is great mistake because tawakkul is a
condition that accompanies the believer in every situation.

This is the meaning of tawakkul, which accompanies the believer since he was guided to
Allah’s obedience, to the belief in Allah Azza wa Jal. And since he decided to abide by the
commands of Allah (swt) and to make all of his actions according to Allah’s orders and
prohibitions. Tawakkul will be seen clearly in the believer, when he carries out Allah’s
obedience despite the difficulties, hardships, horrors, large number of enemies, lack of
material means, the believer has tawakkul as long as it is to answer Allah’s commands. Allah
commanded us to support his Deen and promlsed us that if we glve victory to his Deen, He
will give us the victory. %a&em‘ 39 &l A Jghal of 1350 il WDy “O believers! If you

stand up for Allah, He will help you and make your steps firm” [TMQ 47:7]

In our reality, many people ask or doubts that, will this Ummah be victorious? How can
the situation of the Ummah change or we will be able to change it, when the world’s nations
are plotting against it? They say: Don’t you see what the super powers of the world did, from
America to Russia, Britain to China. Don’t you see what they did to the believers, to the
Muslims when they rose up against their rulers! Look at Syria, Iraq, etc. Look at how the
coalition of enemies united against us from every side in order to prevent our revival, to
prevent our liberation, how can we change this? This state of despair, of the frustration that
has led many people to say that there is no hope for this Ummah to revive except by the
emergence of Mahdi! If all the people thought like this, then how come the Mahdi would
appear! Because Mahdi is one of these people. He is not a messenger, nor an angel
descending from heaven. He is one of the humankind. He is one of the leaders of the
believers, this thinking, which doesn’t show the trust in Allah (swt) at all leads the believers to
the state of frustration, to the state of despair. While if they trusted in Allah (swt) well and
understood the meaning of tawakkul in Allah, they would have become certain that if they did
what they have commanded to do, they would have deserved the victory of Allah and He
(swt) then will grant them the victory and after the victory, Allah will make their foothold firm.
This is a promise from Allah (swt).

Who would have thought that when the Messenger of Allah (saw) was sent, then this
individual can change the face of history at a glance from that day? Some might even say,
He is the Messenger of Allah, and the prophets are supported by miracles. No! The Prophet
(saw) was not supported by the miracles alone, but he struggled, and was hurt, and hit with
stones and his noble feet bled. He was expelled from the land, he was fought against, and
his own people didn’t embrace his call except few, but because Allah wants to teach us, He
showed us how the people of Madinah embraced Islam by a noble companion named



Mus’ab ibn Umair (ra), who learned tawakkul on Allah from the Messenger of Allah (saw).
Allah (swt) brought the victory by his hands. Before the people in Madinah embraced Islam
and gives their authority to the Prophet (saw), the Prophet (saw) and his companions were
displaced in the land and tortured with the harshest torture; but their tawakkul on Allah
brought them to What Allah has promised them ot e@-ﬁ-‘uud Al § slas 5 akia §sialp Cudll & -\Rs%o

UJUJSJH-\YUJ-\JJ-BA Nﬁp.\uw?@dm‘gﬁiﬁjLgﬁ\*aéegiuMJ?gJaﬁwwﬁ\uM\hS@J‘i\
4C & shaatili 2h aL13la -“-* %y )i a3° 5 “Allah has promised those of you who believe and do

good that He will certainly make them successors in the land, as He did with those
before them; and will surely establish for them their faith which He has chosen for
them; and will indeed change their fear into security—"provided that’ they worship Me,
associating nothing with Me. But whoever disbelieves after this "‘promise’, it is they
who will be the rebellious.” [TMQ 24:55].

It is Allah’s promise. If we fulfill our duty, we do it as ordered by Allah, relying on Allah,
following all that He commands us to abide by the provisions and to take the reasons, to
move forward, confident in Allah, entrusting to him, then Allah’s promise will be realized
Insha Allah.

Who would have thought that a man (Prophet) ruling a city (Madinah) sent messages to
the kings of the earth: to Hercules, the great leader of Romans; to Chosroes, the great leader
of Persia; to the Mugawqis, the leader of Copts? Can a person who doesn’t know the
meaning of trusting in Allah, send messages to the kings of earth, when he governs a city?
Asking the kings of the world, «dme ) &% duile b cdlg o (Gfide dial A Ay alld aluly
“Embrace Islam and you will be saved, and Allah will grant you the reward twice, if
you don’t you will carry the sin of your people and nation.” A leader of a city with few
followers of Arab tribes sends to the kings of the earth, before even the conquests of Makkah
and Tai'f, before Islam was spread in the Arabian Peninsula. It was the tawakkul on Allah
that made this happen. Many wars and battles, not just at the time of prophet (saw), during
the time of rightly guided Khulafah (caliphs) and the period of Khulafah after them during
Umayyads, Abbasids, Mamluks, Ayyubites, Seljuks and Uthmanis, in which small army
defeats massive armies. What was the driving force? What gave them victory? It is the trust
in Allah (swt).

Today, we are commanded with the establishment of state for this Deen that rules by
what Allah has revealed, to restore the sovereignty Allah’s Law in the land and restore the
Ummah’s authority, restore the unity of Ummabh, to bring back the carrying of the call of Islam
as a message to the world. Can we do that? Yes, as long as it is Allah’s command, this
means that we are capable because Allah doesn’t command us of what we cannot do. We
are not able to achieve this now, but we have to prepare according to what Allah has
commanded, having trust (tawakkul) on Allah. He (swt) has promised this Ummah of
empowerment. We as Muslims should know that if we follow the command of Allah, Allah will
support us with what we lack of material powers. Didn’t Allah (swt) send to the believers in
Badr hundreds of angels, ranks after ranks? Angels fought along with the believers in Badr,
they also fight with the believers against the enemies at every moment when the believers do
what they have been commanded and do not violate Allah’s command and when the believer
works to make Allah’s Deen the highest, to strengthen the Deen of Allah on earth. The
Believer knows with certainty and has trust (tawakkul) on Allah (swt) that He (swt) will
accomplish what Allah has commanded if not now, then tomorrow, if not tomorrow then after
tomorrow. But if the believers calculate things purely materialistically, Allah will not send the
victory and the Ummah will not reach its desired goal. The Ummah didn’t achieve the victory
in history with tools and materials preparation only, rather it was primarily because of its Iman
in Allah (swt) having trust in Him. This is the meaning of trusting in Allah (swt).

Those who have no tawakkul, who forgot to trust in Allah said: we must give up
something of our religion; we must follow some of the laws of international community and
carry out some of its ideas and concepts to satisfy them. We should accept the international
law, United Nation charter. We accept to be a state with borders. We accept to follow which



our enemy wanted for us because we cannot depart from this dominant power, we do not live
alone in this world. These slogans have become a pretext for people to give up their Deen.
They say: We cannot establish an Islamic State that rules by the whole of Islam, we must
accept the concession at first, and we rule by that which Allah has not revealed, we accept to
adopt capitalist system. This is not the right way to think and act. We as an Ummah of Islam,
we are ordered to follow the example of Messenger (saw): ¢l M 53l A dom) b a8 O -\ﬂ%

§1558 a&f 83y AUl azlly & 188 O8 “Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an
excellent example for whoever has hope in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers
Allah often.” [TMQ 33:21]. s Ul Gy i Gadus®™ adl ca Ul 8 man o Sal ) 13830 Ll <odh dﬁ%
eéuégaﬁl\ “Say, 'O Prophet,” “This is my way. | invite to Allah with insight—I and those
who follow me. Glory be to Allah, and | am not one of the polytheists.” [TMQ 12:108].

Is it the example of the prophet (saw) that Muslim leaders are allied with the kuffar
against Muslims? Is it the example of the Messenger of Allah that the ruler claims that he is a
pious worshiper but rules by what Allah did not reveal, to license brothels, open nude
beaches, and to become a member of an international alliance fighting Muslims everywhere?
Is this the example of the Prophet (saw)? How does the believer attain victory by disobeying
Allah? How come following the path of kuffar leads to the victory of Ummah?

Weakness of trusting in Allah, or absence of the meaning of trust in Allah, or the
misunderstanding of the trust in Allah created for us groups of those who claim that they
support Allah’s Deen, but by violating the law of Allah. We ask Allah to help us to trust in Him
in the best way, to teach this Ummah and to help us to communicate to this Ummah. This is
the meaning and the reality of trust (tawakkul) in Allah that will enable the Ummah to follow
the right way and to take its prophet as example in the support of this Deen and to uphold
and strengthen it on earth and for the victory of the Deen of Allah and His slaves. We ask
Allah for forgiveness and May Allah’s peace and prayers be upon our master Muhammad
(saw) and his family and companions and those follow his guidance till the Day of Judgment.
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