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Wednesday, 23 Rajab 1441 AH 18/03/2020 CE No.: 1441/01

Press Release

COVID-19 has rapidly become a Global Phenomenon, Reminding us in the
process the Greatness of Allah (swt) and the Inherent Weakness of Man

We would like to take this opportunity to remind the Muslim community of the
following points:

1. COVID-19 is everybody's responsibility. It affects all of us, irrespective of our
differences.

2. This crisis is a time for Muslims to demonstrate the sublimeness of their Islam,
specifically calmness in the face of adversity, altruism, and the highest standards of
personal hygiene. These are matters of faith that should be demonstrated every day
whether as individuals, groups, or businesses.

3. The Muslim Ummah when faced with a trial or a pandemic such as this, faces it
with reliance on Allah (swt) and adopting the practical means whilst placing full trust in
our Creator (swt). We face it whilst seeking forgiveness, and by referring to a tenant
of our core belief that the believer submits to the Qada (judgement) of Allah (swt), and
that calamity afflicts people so that Allah (swt) can test their faith with Him (swt). We
ask Allah (swt) that this is not sent to us as a punishment.

The guidance from our Prophet (saw) is to invite people to seek forgiveness and
do good deeds whilst seeking a cure with the full belief that the healer is only Allah
(swt).

Following our beloved Prophet (saw) carries a great reward, whether it is in taking
his advice in seeking a cure and prevention, or in understanding how a believer
should view it. Al-Bukhari narrated through Abu Hurairah that the Messenger (saw)
said, «feall & (asaal uaua ¥Y» “The one who is ill shall not meet the healthy 7
And he (saw) also said, 1sa)ii S G &y oanly &by 1315 slAE S Lall uﬁUdl-' ahals 13»
«s “If you hear that the plague is in a land, do not enter it, and if it happens in
a land where you are, then do not leave it.” (Al-Bukhari)

Aisha reports that she asked the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessmgs be
upon him, about plagues and he said, Gd) ay alsad sl G u.\:— 2 A.n.u Gk G 4diy
ﬁsduuutsw‘umusuy\wduem‘uumuaum‘ujswtumu,.um Craia gl
«éeg-a-d\ “It is a punishment that Allah sends upon whoever he wills, but Allah has
made it a mercy for the believers. Any servant who resides in a land afflicted by
plague, remaining patient and hoping for reward from Allah, knowing that
nothing will befall him but what Allah has decreed, he will be given the reward
of a martyr.” (Al-Bukhari)



4. On matters like COVID-19, when seeking a cure and/or prevention, Islam
demands we base our response on expert advice. The Shariah insists we take this
responsibility seriously as we would be legally responsible for inflicting harm upon
others through our negligence. Abdullah ibn Umar reported: The Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings be upon him, said, & Usipuag g1 plaY) Aie ) (& Jgsiua adle gl ik
eANU Agie ) (8 Agsiang ass ol b A1) °U-°-“3 ‘WJ GE Uasian 3h5 Al b g10 Jadls adis
eS-‘SJ -Ade ) (e Ussuay *—u‘ Jua A 15 JadNs 08 B G Edua g 108 ddie ) (6 Usisag sd Jla b gl
«iie ) (& Ussmas gl “Every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his
flock. The leader of people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects. A
man is the guardian of his family and he is responsible for them. A woman is
the guardian of her husband’s home and his children and she is responsible for
them. The servant of a man is a guardian of the property of his master and he is
responsible for it. No doubt, every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible
for his flock.” (Bukhari/Muslim)

5. This crisis is a stark reminder, again, of the consequences of the absence of a
genuine Islamic polity in the Muslim world.

Muslims will always be subject to the political machinations of those who have
inflicted destruction upon us, the betrayal of 'our' rulers, and the dismal political,
economic and technological realities that disregard the sanctity of Muslim life.

We see this both in times of peace and war, and we see it again with indifference
and incompetence in the Muslim world with COVID-109.

Muslims truly are a flock without a shepherd, highlighting the gravity of working for
this change.

6. Humanity is facing this pandemic led by nations who place economic
considerations over human life and dignity. It is not unfathomable that powers who
drop bombs, whether conventional, nuclear or chemical, on populations would place
the humanitarian value a distant second after the economy.

7. It is a great shame Muslims are living in the absence of the Khilafah today, and
have been for decades, whose 99 year anniversary is about to pass us in this month
of Rajab.

It is a great crime from a Shariah point of view and a great crime from a human
point of view.

The whole world is suffering from the West's ideological and political architecture
that has caused the many problems it ostensibly seeks to fix today. COVID-19 is a
stark reminder of the urgency of establishing a world order that places the protection
and elevation of the human condition at its very core.
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